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We lost in this conflict but onely one man, but had divers hurt.
What was lost of their part we could not tell, for they had before
day, after our retreat, caried away all their dead.
Within three or foure dayes after our comming in, appeared
before the harborow 3 ships and a pinnesses. The pinnesses,
being somewhat nere, descried our flags; and one of them came
in, which was a French pinnesse, declaring all the rest to be
French bottoms; which our admirall willed should come in, and
so they did. These were French men of war1, and came thither
for purchase [i.e. prize-taking]. The captaines came aland and
were welcomed; amongst whom was one Captaine John Noyer,
of Diepe, that the yere before had taken in our admirall at
the iland of Mona in the West Indies, where his ship was cast
away, comming out of the East Indies. To this man our admirall
offered great kindnes, and performed it, and was not ungratefull
for his former benefit shewed unto him. This captaine desired of
our admirall to bestow upon him his ships lading of Fernambuc-
wood2; which he granted him and also his pinnesse, and more
gave him a caravel of about 50 tuns, and bid him lade her with
wood also; which with other benefits he gratefully received. To
the other two captaines he granted their ladings of wood, the one
captaine being of Diepe, the other of Rochel. The captain of
Diepe confessed that he met Abraham Cocke^ certein moneths
before, and being distressed for want of water, gave him some,
and went with him to a watering place, where he had water
enough; and so departed from him, saying that his men were
very weake4.
The comming in of these ships did much strengthen us; for
our admiral appointed both these French and the Flemings to
1 Privateers.                                      2 Brazil-wood.
3  ' Going for the River of Plate* (marginal note).
4  From references in Hakluyt and Purchas we learn that Abraham Cock,
born at Leigh (Essex) and afterwards a resident of Limehouse (London), was
left at the River Plate by the Minion in 1581, settled down there, and married.
In Jan. 1587, while acting as master of a small Portuguese vessel, he was
captured near the River Plate by a squadron sent out by the Earl of Cumber-
land, and was carried to England. In the spring of 1589 he was despatched to
South America in command of two pinnaces, but his voyage was unsuccessful.
When last we hear of him, he was captain of one of Lord Cumberland's
vessels and assisted in the capture of the Madre de Dios (August 1592); but
the reference in the text suggests that he made yet another voyage to South
American waters.